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I. Description

II. Course Summary


Timing.
The seminar will meet every Monday in the Centers’ Conference Room from 12:00 – 12:50 PM.  Feel free to bring your lunch to eat during class. I will generally be available for office hours on Monday and Wednesday mornings from 11:00 AM – Noon in Room 433 or at any other time by appointment.  I also can be reached via e-mail at paul.ohm@colorado.edu.

Content.
There are three purposes for the seminar:
1. Academic Legal Writing: To help LL.M candidates conceive, develop, and finish their LL.M thesis, we will discuss academic legal writing in this seminar.
2. Cyberlaw: We will read articles and discuss topics in Cyberlaw.
3. LL.M Progress: We will use the class to track students’ progress in the LL.M program.
Grading.
Students will be given a grade for their participation in the seminar. Unexcused absenteeism or insufficient classroom participation will count against a student’s grade. In addition, students will be required occasionally to complete assignments and projects, some of which are described in this syllabus but also others which will be assigned in class. Typically, these assignments will be graded for timeliness and completeness only.
Silicon Flatirons Conferences.
Each student will be required to attend two Silicon Flatirons conferences per semester. A list of eligible conferences will be distributed early in the semester, and students will sign up for conferences to avoid too much duplication. Over the course of the entire year, each student will be required to write a summary of one conference, which will be posted to the Silicon Flatirons website.
Reading.
The textbook is Eugene Volokh, Academic Legal Writing (Foundation Press 4th Edition) (ISBN 978-1599417509). In addition, we will be reading from Lawrence Lessig, Code: And Other Laws of Cyberspace, Version 2.0 (Basic Books 2006) and Jonathan Zittrain, The Future of the Internet: And How to Stop It (Yale 2008). In addition, supplemental reading will be occasionally assigned, so please be sure to check the class website before every class. 
 In addition, each week students will read five entries in the Legal Theory Lexicon, a blog series authored by University of Illinois Law Professor, Larry Solum, at http://lsolum.typepad.com/legal_theory_lexicon/. These entries provide a clear and useful primer to concepts from legal theory, introducing budding academics to important threads of legal scholarship. These posts also help a student come to grips with the often-befuddling jargon used in the academic legal world.
III.
Class-by-class Syllabus

Class 1: Wednesday, August 18, 2010


No Assignment.

Class 2: Monday, August 23, 2010
Assignment: Read Volokh, pages 10-39.
Class 3: Monday, August 30, 2010


NO CLASS MEETING. INSTEAD . . .
Assignment: Meet with your LL.M Director and complete a Goals and Priorities plan, due Monday, September 13, 2010.
Monday, September 6, 2010: NO CLASS (Labor Day)

Class 4: Monday, September 13, 2010


Assignment: Volokh, Chapter XXVI (Academic Ethics) and XIX (Sample Article); Solum entries 1 through 5 (Ex Ante/Ex Post through Holdings).

DUE: Goals and Priorities Plan.

In-Class Exercise: More on Topic Selection
Class 5: Monday, September 20, 2010

Class 6: Monday, September 27, 2010

Class 7: Monday, October 4, 2010

Class 8: Monday, October 11, 2010

Class 9: Monday, October 18, 2010
Monday, October 25: NO CLASS

Class 10: Monday, November 1, 2010

Class 11: Monday, November 8, 2010

Class 12: Monday, November 15, 2010
Monday, November 22, 2010: NO CLASS: Fall Break

Monday, November 29, 2010: NO CLASS
IV.
Looking Ahead to the Rest of the Year

Next semester, we will shift the focus of the seminar slightly, from beginning to finishing an academic paper, and from an inward look at the LL.M program to an outward look at the opportunities to students post-graduation.

A defining feature of the second semester will be student-led classes. Each seminar student will prepare material for one week’s class and invite a guest lecturer from the Denver/Boulder law, engineering, business, and policy communities. After class, a small group from the class led by the student in charge will take the guest to lunch close by. One goal of this exercise is to help you all network with someone working in the field you hope to enter.

In addition, each student will take part in an academic workshop discussing his or her paper. Students will be expected to summarize the paper and respond to critiques from classmates and other invited guests.

Finally, each student will submit his or her thesis to journals, in an attempt to get published, most likely in the August publication window.

Spelling out these requirements and milestones more clearly, students in this seminar will be required to meet the following requirements in roughly this time frame:

First Semester
· Must attend two Silicon Flatirons events
· Must hand in three assignments

· research plan
· introduction

· zeroth draft
Second Semester
· Must attend two Silicon Flatirons events
· Must lead one class: select and invite guest; select reading; lead discussing; organize lunch
· Must hand in three assignments

· first draft

· abstract
· one section rewritten
Summer

· Final draft of thesis due.
· Must schedule and defend paper in academic workshop format (late Spring or early Summer). 
· One paper (need not be thesis) must be submitted to 20 journals for publication in August window (roughly, August 1 – 15).
During the Year

· Must write summary of one Silicon Flatirons event for website.
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