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1. Locke and Natural Rights

Basic Definition

Labor theory: when you 
add value by putting your 
work and labor into 
something in the com‐
mons you make it and the 
benefits arising from it 

How well does this 
justify IP?
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2. Hegel and Person‐
hood Rights

Basic Definition
Becoming a person re‐
quires investing yourself in 
external objects, so you 
should acquire an interest 
in such objects.

How well does this 
justify IP?

3. Utilitarianism

Basic Definition

In order to promote a 
larger good for society as a 
whole, you have to protect 
an individual's investment 
in creation and invention.
If you temporarily protect 
somebody's invention and its 
distribution, you encourage 
others to be innovative and 
creative which benefits the 
greater good.
If you temporarily protect 
somebody's invention and 
its distribution, you en‐
courage others to be 
innovative by making the 
rewards for invention to be 
greater than the cost for 
the greater good.

How well does this 
justify IP?

Balance is Required

4. Ensuring Market‐
place Integrity

Basic Idea the integrity of the marketplace,

Trademark Law
Raises some costs
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Theories of IP

Lockean Natural Rights
6. The Author of the song has an IP right

Hegel's Personhood

3. "Moral Rights": Anti-
Mutilation and Anti-Destruc‐
8. Copyright in the Great 
American Novel
5. Vanna White 
and Bette Midler

Utilitarianism

1: Patent Law: The Independent 
Inventor has no defense.  
Infringes Patent.

4. Patent for Genetic Technique that 
costs $25 Million to Develop

7. The Record Company who 
employs the singer has an IP right.
2: No Copyright for database full 
of millions of collected "facts" 
despite "sweat of the brow"

9. Patent for serendipi‐
tously discovering that 
microwaves heat food
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