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Theories of IP

Lockean Natural Rights

Patent granted/kept only if you somehow 
contribute back to the commons.
No need to practice patent

No Patents Reverse Engineering an exception

Hegel's Personhood

Length of term varies based on 
amount person attached to IP
Commercialization cuts against IP.

Vanna White and 
Bette Midler

Utilitarianism

"Moral Rights": Anti-
Mutilation and Anti-
Destruction

The Author of the song 
has an IP right

Patent for Genetic 
Technique that costs 
$25 Million to Develop

Patent for serendipi‐
tously discovering that 
microwaves heat food

Copyright in the Great 
American Novel

Patent Law: The Independent 
Inventor has no defense.  
Infringes Patent.

No Copyright for database 
full of millions of collected 
"facts" despite "sweat of the 
brow"

Can patent improve‐
ments in an invention

Cannot copyright a 
"derivative work" 
without permission



Theories of IP

Lockean Natural Rights
6. The Author of the song has an IP right

Hegel's Personhood

3. "Moral Rights": Anti-
Mutilation and Anti-Destruc‐
8. Copyright in the Great 
American Novel
5. Vanna White 
and Bette Midler

Utilitarianism

1: Patent Law: The Independent 
Inventor has no defense.  
Infringes Patent.

4. Patent for Genetic Technique that 
costs $25 Million to Develop

7. The Record Company who 
employs the singer has an IP right.
2: No Copyright for database full 
of millions of collected "facts" 
despite "sweat of the brow"

9. Patent for serendipi‐
tously discovering that 
microwaves heat food


