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Here are detailed instructions for the copyright legislation drafting exercise:
You will all play the role of lobbyists and other interested parties trying to influence S.2913, The Shawn Bentley Orphan Works Act of 2008 (the bill hasn’t been reintroduced in the new Congress). 

Roles
Each student will assume one of the following roles.  Most roles will be shared by more than one student.  In 2006, almost every group listed below submitted written comments to the Register of Copyrights about Orphan Works, so to learn more about their respective positions, check http://www.copyright.gov/orphan/comments/index.html.  (The number in parentheses is the ID number associated with their comments.)  See also reply comments at http://www.copyright.gov/orphan/comments/reply/.
1. Harvard Univ. Library [FN 216 of report.] (639)

2. J. Paul Getty Trust, Metropolitan Museum, Guggenheim Found. (610)

3. American Libraries Association

4. The Imagery Alliance (Particularly the non-Photography Members such as Illustrator’s Partnership of Am. (661) & Graphic Artists Guild (547))
5. Am. Soc. of Media Photographers &  Professional Photographers of Am. (668 / 642)
6. Larry Lessig

7. Assoc. of Am. Publishers (605)
8. The Harry Fox Agency (690)
9. ASCAP (628)
10. RIAA (687)
11. MPAA (646)
12. Microsoft (695)
13. Google (681)
14. Public Knowledge** (629)
15. Creative Commons (643)
16. Copyright Clearance Center (691)
17. Internet Archive (657)
18. Kernochan Ctr. for Law, Media, Arts, Columbia Law (666)
19. Glushko-Samuelson IP Law Clinic, American University (595)

20. MIT Libraries (515)
I have randomly assigned all of the students in the class to these roles and handed out those assignments on March 17th. You are free to switch roles, if you wish, but only if I give you preapproval. If, during your research, you discover a new role not listed above which interests you, feel free to request it. If you’re going to do that, please give me a few pointers to websites that give a little context about your proposed role, including information about the entity’s stance on Orphan Works.
The Assignment
Before you begin writing, you are required to do all of the following:

1. Read Parts II (pages 15-20); III (21-40); and VI (92-127) of the Report on Orphan Works.  You may also want to scan the footnotes in section V to search for specific arguments from your entity that were cited by the Register.
2. Read any initial or reply comments submitted by your entity to the Register during the study.

3. Visit your entity’s webpage to gather background about it.

4. Search the web for more insight into your entity’s position on Orphan Works.
5. Study S.2319 carefully, and decide which parts of the bill you plan to criticize or defend and to think of any amendments your entity would want to request.
You are required to hand in a 3 – 6 page (double-spaced, ordinary fonts and margins) written assignment by the start of class on Wednesday, April 14, 2010. The assignment is to write a letter to the Subcommittee, on behalf of your assigned entity, recommending at least one change to the bill, and supporting your request.

This is an exercise in evolving advocacy.  Your letter shouldn’t just be a mirror image of the letter your entity submitted to the Register of Copyrights, because you need to take into account S.2319 and the rest of the debate as it has evolved since then.  There is no need making old, extreme arguments that will never carry the day.
Dispense with giving too much background, unless you are making non-obvious assumptions that are important for your argument.  Assume the reader is well-versed in the issue.
At the top of the first page, please list your midterm exam number and role. Do not list your name anywhere on your assignment.
Your grade will depend on several factors: (1) persuasiveness / strength of argument; (2) consistency of argument with your role’s interests; (3) writing clarity and style; and (4) creativity.  I won’t weigh these four categories equally, but will look for the ideal combination of them all.
This is a graded assignment. Please respect the honor code. You may not work on this assignment with anyone else. I will give the class multiple opportunities to discuss the assignment in class. You may consult materials on the Internet, but please do not plagiarize anything you find. Any materials you consult must be cited according to ordinary conventions.
The exercise will be graded on a pass/high-pass/exceptional scale and will be worth 20% of the final grade.
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